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Monday 1st December was the beginning of advent, the Christian season of preparation - getting ready for
Christmas and celebrating the birth of Jesus. Such a magical time in our schools as we reflect on the
meaning of Christmas and how we can demonstrate our values of Grace, Courage and Friendship amidst
the festivities. 
We work hard to support our wider community at Christmas. We have been collaborating with the Salvation
Army for many years and we are delighted that they are back at the Infant School again this coming
Monday to receive our annual gift donations. If you can contribute a small gift, we know they would be very
grateful. Please send it in to the Infant School on Monday morning, unwrapped, labelled whether it is for a
boy or girl and the age group it is approximately for. Thank you as always for your amazing generosity to this
organisation.  Closer to home, Year 6 children will be delivering presents to the elderly around the village, This
is a lovely tradition started by the Parish Council who kindly donate the gifts. 
Of course, the highlight for many of us is seeing the children enjoy performing and leading worship in their
different ways as we approach Christmas. Whether a sheep or a shepherd, our children flourish in these
situations, finding courage and often finding a hidden talent. You can see the dates for all our events on the
school calendar or in the following table. 
Please join us as we wish Mrs Willett all the best as she heads off on maternity leave. Mrs Piper, a
longstanding teacher across both schools, will be covering the Owl’s class in her absence with Mrs Hosking.
With so much going on we can all forget to pace ourselves yet advent is about patiently waiting, counting
the days slowly and preparing for Christmas. We hope you all enjoy this wonderful run up to Christmas and
that we get to see you all at one event or another across the remaining weeks of term.
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The collaboration between parents and staff to produce a marvellous
Christmas Fayre is a great example of our values. This was a huge
undertaking, a courageous one, that Mrs Joyce, Mrs  Yeates Pearce, Mrs
Sinfield and the PTA team should be congratulated for making it truly
wonderful. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this
event  At this time we believe that in excess of £9,000 has been raised.
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On Saturday 15th November 2025, St Mary's Church held its annual concert,
which was a sell-out.  The Junior School choir performed alongside the
Wargrave Community Choir, Appollo 5, solo singers and musicians. The church
was packed, and the children received a wonderful reception from the crowd.
The children were fabulous and hopefully enjoyed every minute.



This term has seen a host of sporting fixtures for the Junior School including cross country,
football, tag ruby and an SEN Inclusion event.
All participants have done really well and showed great courage throughout. The support of the
parents at these events has been greatly appreciated.
Thank you to Miss Gilkes for accompanying the children on these events and to Mrs Dehaes for
helping with the organisation.

SPORTING UPDATE

TAKING TO THE STAGE
Last night the Year 6s travelled to the Troubador Theatre at
Wembley to see their fellow classmate Mila Isaacs, perform her role
of Control in the Show Starlight Express.  Afterwards they were
invited on to the stage for a photograph with her in costume.  
They were great ambassadors for our school, demonstrating our
values perfectly, with members of  the public commenting on their
good behaviour.



Attendance
Infant School 97.2%
Junior School 96.2%
Attendance expectation 96%

The attendance for both schools has been improving and with your help and support we
could remain above the 96% mark by the end of term.
Should your child drop below 90% you will be notified by the School leadership team.

We are very lucky to be able to offer a wide array of external
clubs across both schools each term.  This term has been no
exception with our schools offering nearly 20 clubs covering
a huge range of varied activities from art throught to
streetdance .  We have even seen a breakdance
demonstration at the Junior School.  

Details of booking for next term will be coming out soon and
most clubs will also be open to the Reception class too.  A
club newsletter will be sent by email early next week.



https://www.berksmusictrust.org.uk/black-friday/



