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16th December 2022 

Dear Parents, 

We have got to what has been the busiest week, not just of this year, but of many years.  

Every child has been involved in some way or another with the wonderful Christmas celebrations which 

rolled out across the week. There was an event every single day and so you can imagine how tired the 

whole school community are going to be by 3:15pm today! Many of you will have helped, attended or 

both throughout the week as well and I hope that you all enjoyed this, much more traditional celebration 

of Christmas than had been possible over the previous few years. 

Infant School Nativity 

Never before have I seen Evil Sprout try to ruin Christmas, but we were saved by 

the fearless Super Parsnip and all was well in the end. Even our heavily pregnant 

Mary managed a safe delivery on the day! The little ones performed no less than 

three times to groups of visitors and in many cases, understudies had to step in as 

sickness swept through the school.  

Carol Service 

A complete contrast to the Nativity, held in St Mary's Church, 

this was a time to reflect on the Christmas story, read from 

the Bible by Year 5 children and to think about some of the 

symbolism of Christmas. The Phase 2 children entered by 

candlelight with choristers singing the first verse of Once in 

Royal David's City. This was a service rather than a perfor-

mance and as such the parents in attendance joined us for 

traditional carols and prayers. The church was full to over-

flowing and on one of the coldest nights of the year, we all 

left a little warmer for this spiritual experience.  

Present Delivery Around The Village 

The Year 6 children kindly delivered presents to some of the senior members of our community and 

wished them Merry Christmas  on behalf of the School and the Parish Trust.  Lots of lovely thank you cards 

have been received in return. 



Junior School Nativity 

The Year 3 and 4 nativity play “Shine” was a glorious success.  The singing was outstanding, the costumes 
sparkly and the performances brought a smile to many faces.  The children have put so much effort into 
learning their roles and the songs, so it was joyous to see so many parents come along to watch and enjoy 
the performances. 

Christmas Lunches and Jumpers 

The children and staff in both schools brightened everything up on Wednesday and Thursday in their fes-

tive outfits and enjoyed lovely Christmas lunches. It's a long-held tradition for teaching staff to serve the 

Christmas lunches that day before enjoying their own and there is always a rousing three cheers for the 

cooks who work so hard to provide over three hundred meals with all the trimmings.  

Junior School Trip to The Pantomime 

As I write, the Junior School is silent as all the children are off to see Jack and the Beanstalk at South Hill 

Park - Oh yes, they are!  I am certain that they will have a fantastic end to their week at this show. 

Still to come 

There are now only two days left of term. The Junior School finishes at 1:30pm on Tuesday 20th December 

and the Infant School at 1:40pm the same day. 

Before that we have an Inter-House Carol Competition at the Junior School on Monday and PITA Report 

Cards being sent home with children that same afternoon.  

And Finally 

If you have been as busy as school has been recently I am sure you too are looking forward to a few 

weeks holiday. All our staff will be off over the Christmas break - including the office staff. They too need 

to be nurtured, recharge their batteries and enjoy precious time with families. Mrs Slyfield and Mrs 

Dehaes often read emails coming in late at night and at weekends (especially when we had our Covid 

Alert mail boxes in operation). However, they are under strict instructions not to do so this year. If you 

should email into school please do not expect a response until the Inset day back, Wednesday 4th January 

2023! 

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your incredible support this term. We have had an amaz-

ing time with our pupils flourishing in their learning and personal development, living out our Christian 

values of Grace, Courage and Friendship and working as a whole school community for the benefit of the 

children. I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and every blessing for the New Year. 

Merry Christmas 

ELAINE HUGHES 

EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER 



Infant School   95.87%   Junior School  95.37% 

Obviously we are in the winter months and sickness is to be expected but concerningly our whole school 

attendance has now fallen below the expected national level of 96%.  Attendance is monitored in school 

and if your child should drop below 90% you will be notified by the School leadership team (currently 

this is 3 days absence). 

With Covid still around and the recent Strep A outbreak, it is helpful if you could give detailed infor-

mation when informing the office of sickness, rather than poorly or unwell. 

Please ensure that you ask the office for a leave of absence request form for all absence except sickness 

and medical appointments. 

 



We are pleased to advise you that the Infant School raised £72.83 and the Junior School raised £109.22 

for the Poppy Appeal this year, contributing to the £6,678.17 raised in the local area. 

 

We are really pleased to advise you that our justgiving page for Children In Need raised an impressive 

£944. 

 

We are pleased to advise you that the Infant Harvest sale 

raised £134.56 which was donated to the Wargave Lunch-

eon Club who will put it towards providing Christmas 

lunch to their members. 

 

We raised an incredible £125 with the collection 

at the Year 5/6 Carol Service for Reading’s Home-

less charity Launchpad and this has been boosted 

by £65 after the Year 3/4 Christmas Nativity. 

 








