
                              ROBERT PIGGOTT CE FEDERATION 

                          NEWSLETTER  -  NOVEMBER 2022 

4th November 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Here we are in November and back to school for the Christmas half of the Autumn term. Things get very 
exciting and the diary is bulging with learning and experiences for the children - many of which are age 
old traditions at the school. 

It is hard to believe that this time last year we were already facing difficult decisions about whether we 
could host many of our events and even if we could keep the children in school, such was the lingering 
impact of COVID. 

Families and school alike were all desperate for children to stay in school. 

A year on and we have different attendance challenges and, in this Newsletter, I want to set out the impli-
cation of time away from school or persistent lateness.  

To ensure that children catch up on their lost learning and parents fulfil their legal obligation to send their 
children to school, the government have set schools a target of achieving 96% attendance across the aca-
demic year.   

To support schools in achieving this and parents in fulfilling their obligation, an agency called the Educa-
tion Welfare Office will be working alongside all schools in Wokingham to ensure that they are striving for 
the best possible pupil attendance. This includes looking at the processes in place to follow up on poor 
attendance and what the school is doing to encourage and support parents in getting their children to 
school.  

At the time of writing we have 97.06% attendance in the Infant School and at the Junior School it is 
96.36% which is very encouraging. 

We have always monitored attendance and worked with our school families to have children in school. 

Nevertheless, COVID has had an impact and attendance is not as consistent now as it was in the years be-
fore the pandemic. There is a need therefore for the school to continue its focus on absenteeism  as out-
lined below. 

The leadership team look at attendance every fortnight.  If a child drops below 96% attendance and there 
is not a plan already in place to support increased time in school, a letter will be issued advising of your 
child's attendance rate and encouraging you to avoid any further time off school.  

Should there be no improvement at the next check point, a member of the leadership team will ring to 
see if there are any barriers to your child attending school and what we can do to help. 

If this does not have the desired impact, you will be invited to a meeting facilitated by school and the Edu-
cation Welfare Office to agree on a plan to increase your child's attendance.  

Many families need a day or two away from school at some point in their child's time in education.  

What you may not know is that five days of unauthorised absence, not necessarily consecutive, in a 10-
week period, leads to Wokingham issuing a penalty notice of £60 per child per parent.  

If a family meets this threshold three times at any stage during their child's education, they may be facing 
a £3,000 fine and, in exceptional cases, a criminal record. 



ELAINE HUGHES 

EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER 

Attending school late or leaving early on a regular basis has similar outcomes as the child has to be regis-
tered as having 'unauthorised absence'.  

We all have a responsibility to our children - ensuring they access an education which sets them up for 
the rest of their life. We have all experienced the impact of missing even a few days of school and never 
more-so than during COVID and that is why we will be doing everything possible to support every child 
across both schools to be in, at the right time every day and flourishing at school. 

Flourishing at school is the best way to describe the scenes at the Infant School this week as the children 
were able to play on the Adventure Playground once more. You can see from the pictures that they are 
delighted to be back climbing, dangling and swinging from the different apparatus.  

A huge thank you to all that made this possible but especially Mr Roger Hiscoe who worked tirelessly 
throughout Half Term and ably assisted by Mrs Hiscoe to repair the playground. 

Thank you too to Mr Matthew Tucker who co-ordinated the removal of the disused swimming pool at the 
Infant School. Old and in a state of disrepair, this needed to be demolished as a matter of urgency and Mr 
Tucker helped us make that happen.  

There are so many wonderful adventures ahead for the children this term and I for one cannot wait to be 
caught up in all the excitement! 

Yours sincerely 



DATE EVENT VENUE TIME 

04th November 2022 School Disco Junior School Hall 
5:00pm Infants 
6:15pm Years 3 & 4 
7:30pm Years 5 & 6 

8th November 2022 Reindeer Visit Infant School Playground 

Families with pre-school chil-
dren are welcome  

@ 9.40am to10.20am 

10th November 2022 Flu Immunisations Both Schools Morning 

17th November 2022 
Children In Need 

Pyjama Day 
Both Schools All Day 

18th November 2022 Individual & sibling photos Infant School 
8.30am Junior & younger sib-
lings 

26th November 2022 Christmas Fayre Junior School 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

1st December 2022 
One Snowy Night 

Infant Pantomime 
Norden Farm During School morning 

2nd December 2022 Tree Decorating Assembly Infant School Afternoon—pupils only 

5th December 2022 
Salvation Army Toy  

Assembly 
Infant School 

Morning—pupils only 

Please bring in toys that morn-
ing—details to follow 

7th December 2022 
Infant School 
Christingle 

St Mary's Church 2:00pm - 2:30pm 

12th December 2022 Infant Nativity Rehearsal Infant School 

9.30am 

For parents with toddlers & 
prams—restricted space 

13th December 2022 Infant Nativity  Infant School 
2:00pm 

2 adults per child 

13th December 2022 
Carol Service 
Year 5&6 

St Mary's Church 6:00pm 

14th December  2022 
Junior Christmas Lunch 

& Christmas Jumper Day 
Junior School Lunchtime 

14th December 2022 Infant Nativity Infant School 
9:30am  

2 adults per child 

15th December 2022 
Infant Christmas Lunch  

& Christmas Jumper Day 
Infant School Lunchtime 

15th December 2022 
Junior Christmas Play 
Years 3&4 

Junior School 6:00pm 

16th December 2022 
Jack & The Beanstalk 

Junior Pantomime 
South Hill Park During School morning 

20th December 2022 End of Term Both Schools 
Juniors end 1.30pm 
Infants end 1.40pm 










